The genus Taeniophyllum Blume is a group of small monopodial, leafless epiphytic orchid with a minute central stem. The generic name denotes the tapewormlike long roots. The roots are green, contain chlorophyll that performs photosynthesis and the true leaves are reduced to tiny scales covering the stem. It belongs to the Vandeae group of the tribe Epidendroideae of the family Orchidaceae (Seidenfaden 1988; Seidenfaden& Wood 1992; Comber 2001; Mabberley 2008) . So far 170 species have been reported which are distributed from tropical Africa, India and Sri Lanka, East and Southeast Asia, to Australia and the Pacific Islands (Comber 1990; Mabberley 2008) . Nine species are reported from India including four endemics (Kumar & Manilal 1994) . Three species are known to occur in the Andaman Islands, namely, the endemic Taeniophyllum andamanicum N.P. Balakr. & Bhargava, T. filiforme J. J. Sm. and T. insulare Seidenf. (Rao 1986; Mathew 1998; Pandey & Diwakar 2008) .
The occurrence of Taeniophyllum filiforme in the Andaman Islands was first known when Dr. Lars Johnson identified this species from the collection made by Kurz from the South Andamans in 1867 deposited in Kew. After that there was no record of this extremely rare species from the Andaman Islands and the occurrence of this interesting species remained a mystery. While inventorising the floristic diversity of Rutland Island during the year 2002 this flimsy orchid was found growing on the branches of Pterocarpus dalbergioides Roxb. ex DC. and only a few individuals were observed. On scrutiny of literature it was identified as Taeniophyllum filiforme, an extremely rare orchid in the inland forests of the Andaman Islands. The present collection of this tiny orchid from the tropical forests of South Andaman is a recollection after a lapse of 135 years. Since this orchid is leafless, only the green roots appear on the bark of trees, the pale yellow flowers are very short lived and this could be one of the reasons for being unnoticed over many years. Fig. 1; Images 1&2) .
Epiphytes. Roots wiry, more or less flat, green. Inflorescence arising from the base, 1-2 flowered, ca. 5.5cm long, slender. Bracts ca. 1.5mm long, membranous. Flowers pale yellow, ca. 1x0.25 cm. Pedicel with ovary ca. 4x1 mm. Dorsal sepal narrowly oblong, ca. 4x1 mm, obtuse at apex. Lateral sepals narrowly oblong, ca. 4x1.5 mm, obtuse at apex. Petals oblong -lanceolate, ca. 4.5x1.5 mm, obtuse at apex. Lip fleshy, ca. 3.8 x 2.5 mm, pale yellow, sheathing the column; spur club -shaped, c. 4.5 x 1.8 mm. Column ca. 1mm long, with a long upwardly facing beak on the operculum. Note: This species can easily escape from sight owing to its small leafless habit, green roots that grow on the tree trunks either near the forest floor or among the dense foliage of smaller twigs. This species is distributed in Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. In the Andaman Islands only very few individuals were located from a single spot.
